1st generation Mazda RX7 carpet installation tips.

Lessons learned from doing it one time on a model GSL-SE
A. Special Tools needed
1. Carpet knife 

2. Hot Glue gun 

3. Staple gun with 9/16” reach staples

B. Preparation

1. New carpet should be spread out for 24 hours prior to installation.  Stuff  a bucket or other cylindrical shape under the tunnel section of the molded carpet to duplicate the shape of the floor.
2. Remove seats, window controls on center console,  the console compartment. Next remove the 6” panels on each side of tunnel  near heater outlets. (2 screws are visible – remove these screws and lift the panel up 1/4”  and out to remove it from its keyway). Remove door sills, kick panels, and that 4th pedal. Remove the shifter knob, boot, and plastic trim. (Now is a good time to paint the center console trim if desired; remove heater knobs and 14mm nuts on control mechanism. Then use a small 2” long Phillips screwdriver to remove the control fasteners from the rear of the panel. A tight area – be patient).
3. Cut old carpet around shifter console -  Leave about 1” of old carpet  protrude from the shifter console -  no need to remove the section of factory carpet that covers the top of the tunnel and is hidden by the shifter/radio console. (New carpet should be cut about 1” ABOVE the edge of the tunnel. New carpet can then be tucked up under the shifter console, on top of the old carpet to make a finish fit).
4. Some old carpet may need to be removed on the tunnel section where the window controls are located – near handbrake. See what you think.
5. Mark position of plastic carpet edging found under each door sill. Remove carpet edging from old carpet – suggest wire cutters to straighten staple legs and then cut them flush. Pry staple up and remove staples. Retain plastic edging for later use.
6. Remove seat belt straps from tunnel.
7.  Visually inspect/observe the factory carpet features, such as a.  the carpet just behind the console that covers tunnel – note that the new carpet must remain intact at this area – don’t cut too far. b. note the carpet cutaway areas at the seat mounting points to the floor – this carpet ‘window’ and flap feature should be duplicated in new carpet to some reasonable degree.  This ‘window’ cutout feature should  also be used  for the seat belt straps ( A simple hole is not suitable because when you re-tighten the fasteners (seats or seatbelts), you get a pucker type of reaction in the carpet as the carpet and padding compress as you retighten the fasteners). C. the lack of padding on the top of the raised floor mount section – if new carpet has padding attached to it, the padding should be removed at these raised mounts to allow  seat mounting brackets to re-align more easily.
8. Remove old carpet. Vacuum and look for loose change and other surprises. Thin factory padding can remain in car if desired. Make that call when you see the condition it is in.
C. Rough in new carpet
1. New carpet must be cut prior to placing it in car. Cut carpet down the middle, stopping at a point under the center console compartment. Note that the tunnel area behind the console is the only place the carpet must remain FULL WIDTH.
2. Fold carpet in half (parallel to tunnel) and place carpet in either passenger or driver area.  Match molded carpet features to floor contours as best fit.  Cut as needed to make it a rough fit. Take a break.
D. Under the knife

1. Trim excess carpet near foot/pedal areas, and get carpet to lay better.

2.  I began at the console/tunnel area and worked towards the doors. Cut new carpet 1” higher then the console edges, and tuck the carpet up under the console for finish fit. Also trim the carpet at the heater outlets, allow enough extra – about 1”+, to tuck under the heater outlet ducts and make a finish fit.
3. Cut a window for the center console compartment mount – expose this raised mount (about ½” x 3”)  completely to allow easy re-alignment of the console compartment fasteners.
4. Make window cuts for seats and seat belts. Initial window cuts in carpet can be just 2 sides, as in the shape of an L. This provides more forgiveness which might be helpful, depending on what you did on your break.  Remove the padding in the window sections; Remove a more generous portion of the padding beneath the window areas. For example, if your carpet window is 1” x 2”, you can easily remove a padding section of 1 ½” x 2 ½” beneath the carpet.    Again, this allows for much easier re-alignment and prevents pucker syndrome.
5. Trim carpet to fit in kick panel areas. Allow 1”+- carpet to run up under the kick panels.

6. Replace plastic  carpet trim on door sills. Trim carpet to fit precisely in the plastic trim, duplicating the factory method. Staple carpet and trim duplicating the factory method. (On thinner plastic sections, use wire cutters to pull staple legs through, bend legs over and hammer legs flat. On thicker plastic sections, I did not bend legs over as they don’t protrude much).
7. Trim rear edge of carpet to fit UP under the ‘brace panel’ by about ½” + .  Loosen the panel fasteners to facilitate this fit. Cut carpet windows and remove carpet at the fastener locations as needed.
8. Rear deck carpet which covers the ‘brace’ vertical face can be trimmed to fit the brace outline, rather than having it come all the way down to the floor edge. This allows the new carpet to have more exposure and creates a more finished look (IMHO).  Use hot glue to attach rear deck carpet to vertical brace. 

9. Use scrap carpet (about 6” x 6”) to cover the 2 panels near the heater outlet. Glue carpet flat to panels. Allow about 1/8”+ of the carpet to overhang the edge where the factory carpet was folded over. This will replace the factory return hem.
9. After replacing seats, glue gun may be used to secure window flaps at seat mounts.
10. Shifter boot can be hot glued to underside of plastic trim if tabs are not holding the boot adequately.
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