Mosport Sundowner - #23 Rx7 Race Report

Yes, the #23 Rx7 was at the 3 Hour Sundowner at Mosport. It wasn't the best of weekends but still a great time to be at the track. The Sundowner has been around since 1959. It was first won by Roger Penske, yes that Roger Penske and has been won by a ton of other really good teams. 

The #23 RX7 was ready. We had gone over the car with a fine tooth comb and felt we were ready. We had a new gearbox, new lights, new brakes, basically everything. Went over to Scarboro Mazda to perform an alignment before the race and we were feeling confident. My co-drivers for the weekend were Tony Morris JR and Al Balinsky. Tony has a ton of experience, ex Players Program Driver, Formula Ford Champion, Honda Michelin Champion, Elf Winfields driver etc.... and Al is a very calm secure driver who could be counted on to run quick safe laps (if needed).

Tony went out in the first practice session to get to know the car and track. Slowly built up speed and soon was running as fast as anyone on the track. I was watching from the top of turn 2 and Tony looked sooo smooth, I actually thought he wasn't going fast until I noticed that he was passing a ton of cars. I also noted that my car was pulling like a freight train and you could actually watch it accelerate out of 2 at 160 kmh going into 3. Super cool. After practice we were second quickest in class, only behind the Kensai Acura (Touring GT class champion from last year) and 7th overall. I also knew we could go a couple of seconds faster if needed.

Had a bit of an issue as a crew guy for another team started to bitch about my light setup. I had 6 bulbs, the rules say you can only have 4 lights. I could have argued it but had Dave Salt disconnect the outer lights. Better safe than sorry.

Got dressed for the 45 minute night practice and decided to put Al in the car for about 5 laps just to get him used to driving my car again and I would finish off the last 25 minutes when it was really dark. Al went out as everyone slowly came up to speed. It started to get really really dark as storm clouds started to form over the track and rain started to spit. Al was running calmly and just starting to pick up the pace. I looked at Dave Salt, my crew chief and said call Al in on the next lap. I put on my helmet and waited..... and waited....... and waited. Just then the announcer said, "the Eric Nummelin and Tony Morris Jr Mazda RX7 has pulled over to the right side of the track exiting 5C". The car didn't finish the session. We started to speculate what had happened. Dave and Tony thought it must be a tire, I thought a gearbox as we had just put a new one in the car for this weekend. The session ended and the rain started. Mosport got black. We couldn't see a thing. All the tow vehicles came in and we were still waiting. The rain got heavier and heavier. Then in came the last tow vehicle with my car on a tow rope.

Al coasted over to our pit area and said the engine died and wouldn't restart. I tickled the fuel pump and got the engine to start. It sounded like a bag of rocks. I quickly shut it down and told the team that we were done for the weekend, the motor was history. This motor had less than 2500 kms on it and was a new S5 Mazda rebuild. I guess it was its time to go on to the great scrapyard in the sky. Looks like it ate an apex seal and pooched the rear rotor and housing. I hope the irons are still okay. Finally, as we were loading the car in the dark, in the rain the front splitter caught on the trailer and shattered into a bunch of shards. GLAAAARGHHHH!!!!! I didn't even get a chance to drive it.

The final straw for the weekend is that we could have done extremely well as a bunch of the faster cars dropped out and we could have finished on the podium. Racing is full of coulda's, woulda's and shoulda's and this is a big one. We will just have to reload and come back for the next enduro. Going to pull my motor this week and with the help of Al Balinsky and Scarboro Mazda (thanks for your help), I am going to get it rebuilt by Danny Manning and come back for more later in the year at the Mazda Weekend at Mosport, August 13/14th.

Hopefully, I will have better news with my next race report.

