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AFTER WRECKING HIS BIEOO IN 2010, PODGE REID VOWED TO COME BACK
BETTER THAN EVER. HIS SERIES 1 RX~7 HAS BECOME THE ULTIMATE REDEMPTION
MACHINE, EMERGING AS ONE OF THE COUNTRY'S CLEANEST RX BUILDS TO DATE
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YOU WILL FIND ON THE
PLANET

hen you hear the term ‘period correct’,
what usually springs to mind are images
of old hot rods from the "30s or '40s with
a ton of equally old American-made
components. It's not often that 1970s
Mazda rotaries are thought of in this
\ ‘ light — but you know what? That has all
begun to change as the import scene has
got a little older. It's now old enough to have some history and
depth to it, sparking a new movement with an appreciation for
protecting our heritage, paying homage to the early years of
the scene in New Zealand, the stuff that Generation Y grew up
on. It should come as no surprise, really, that the guys driving
this resurgence are those who were just getting started in cars
some 10 to 20 years ago and are now older, their skill sets
having expanded resources, too.

When you speak to Podge Reid, the owner and builder of
this immaculate RX-7, you soon get a sense of his passion for
the Mazda rotary, a passion bomn during that era when rotaries
with no bonnets, loud exhausts, and only a handful of wheel
options ruled the streets. It's a nostalgia he has tried to keep
alive with the build on his RX-7. But although he may have taken
is anything but dated. What it is, is a lesson in OCD levels of
badassery served on a polished and chromed platter.

Looking at the RX-7 now, you would be hard pressed to
believe that, in mid 2010, it was on the fast track to the scrap

heap. It was caked in bog, with a lick of matt black, and as
rough as guts, and Podge purchased it for a song with the
sole intention of building it up as a burnout car. Clearly,
though, his idea of a burnout car is not an average beater
with its rear quarters pastered in rubber. “We paid $1500
for it with the roll cage already in it. Stevie [Ellicott) and
myself started by tidying up the engine bay, making

it really nice, similar to Charlie [Stanaway's] burnout
wagon — so when you pop the bonnet, it is stil all

nice, but the body is rough. We smoothed it all out, and then
one thing lead to another,” Podge explained.

The tuming point in the project came halfway through
the panel work, which was taking too long to get done in the
backyard, so the car was dropped off at Pro Craft in Takanini,
where Geoff Derek hammered and filed the shell, pulled the
chassis ralls, and stitched on new door skins, as the old doors
had been bogged smooth to hide some questionable panel
work. It was around halfway through this process that Podge
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came to the realization that what he was building was going far
SEATS: Rwsrocstm  Deyond what a bumout car needed to be, and it was apparent he
3 had the opportunity to builld something special. Al visions of a
Sparolurgonthamesses  deadiiing were now erased, and the next five years would see the
RX-7 become what you now see before you.

Podge began searching high and low for as many OEM
ob-presaure weteeemp. 20 (new-old-stock) parts as possible. Any Series 1 parts that
e Mazda still had in the far reaches of its Japan-based warehouse
custom dash and caee conscle, WE@ S00N ON @ boat to New Zealand, while anything it didn't
Sparco foor plates, Spaodoor  have was sourced locally from all those stashes of Mazda
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was adhered to throughout the build — nothing rushed, nothing
half-arsed, and no set deadlines.
For Podge, it's been as much tt

car as it's been about the finished product — in fact, probably more
s0: “It's the beers, the pizzas, those late nights in the shed til 10, 11,
midnight, and the boys still in there working away. Without them,
especially Stevie, it just would have never got to this stage; leaming
off — and pushing — each other to take our builds to that next level.”
This is evident when you look at the crowning glory of this build, the
engine bay. If you count the number of holes in the bay, you will have

building the

puE, Soarco pecels. parts kurking in people’s sheds. The shell was then handed to fingers spare on a single hand. But while the bay itself is flawless, it's
South Suburban Motor Bodies, which undertook one last going  the time and effort that has gone into detailing the engine hardware
over of the body before laying on that show-quality deep red gloss.  that has made all the difference. A cocktail of chrome, polish, and
The colour was very nearly going to be yellow but, at the eleventh  black was painstakingly put together — we are not just talking about
hour, seeing seven factory yellow S1s on Trade Me prompted the a quick lick with some Autosol or a rattie can here; we are talking
change to the custom PPG red. “It's a 37-year-old car that willnow  about each and every component being stripped bare and detalled.
last at least another 37 years. We didn't take any shortcuts and did ~ For the most part, these were new components, but when that was
everything right the first time," Podge said. It's a philosophy that not possible, a full rebuikd was carried out.
TOGET THE RX-7 LOW AND ALSO RETAIN ENOUGH TRAVEL, THE REAR SUSPENSION MOUNTS EXTERIOR
WERE RAISED IN THE BODY, WITH CUSTOM-LENGTH BILSTEIN COILOVERS IN PLACE D)
by South Substen
Motor Bodies
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T0 KEEP THE ENGINE BAY AS UNCLUTTERED AND
CLEAN AS POSSIBLE, THE ELECTRIC FANS HAVE BEEN
MOUNTED IN FRONT OF THE RADIATOR AND THE REAR
COVERED BY A CUSTOM MAZDA SHROUD. A CHROMED
DAVIES CRAIG ELECTRIC WATER PUMP AND BRAIDED
LINES CONTINUE THE CLEAN COOLING SET-UP

We hope you're now getting a sense of where those six years
went, this is effectively a brand-new Series 1 RX-7.

At the heart of all this is a 12A bridgeport with 48mm IDA,
the last and only remaining pieces of the vehicle that the RX-7 is
serving as redemption for, Podge's old show-winning B1600,
which he wrote off in 2010. By staying on the 12A route, the original
driveline the RX-7 came with, the car has remained true to its
roots, just how Podge intended it to: “| wanted it to stil feel like an
RX-7, with the 12A etc., but hot rodded.” The pure simplicity of a
carburetted 12A allows so much room in the engine bay that Podge

can stand in there to polish the motor. So, while it's not making
headliner power figures, it doesn't need to; if you have ever driven
an S1 RX-7, you'll know they are fast in factory trim — it is, after all,
a race car, with that sleek long bonnet and the swooping lines that
made '70s Japanese sports cars so damn great.

The dance between show car and race car is complemented
by the re-covered Racepro seats, a swag of Auto Meter and Sparco
items, and the full cage the shell originally came with. A local auto
trimmer handled the full re-trim in tan leather, with Podge getting
the iconic PAC logo embossed in the doors and seats — it's a bit of
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OILS & FUELS

Premium Racing Oil
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Contains high Zinc.

Reduce cam & lifter wear.
Thermally stable under
extreme RPM & high operating
temperatures.
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